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AMENDMFMTS TO CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) An electronic shopping system, comprising: 

a first network connection between a first merchant computer and a 
network host computer, said first connection for transmitting product infonriation 
to saki network host computer in accordance wrth a first type of network 
connectivity and for transmitting updates to said product infomnation; 

a second network connection between a second merchant computer and 
said network host computer, said second connection for transmitting product 
information to said netv^'ork host computer in accordance with a second type of 
network connectivity and for transmitting updates to said product infonmation; 

a datal>ase at said network host computer for storing said product 
information from said first merchant computer and said second merchant 
computer and said updates to product information from said first merchant 
computer and said second merchant computer; 

a fir^t computer program at said networic host computer for 1) receiving a 
search request from a customer computer, said search request comprising a 
search parameter for searching said database to select product information from 
said database and 2) assimilating product infomnation selected according to said 
search parameter for display in one presentation distinguishing said product 
jnfomiation from said first merchant computer from said product infonmation fiDm 
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said second merchant computer; 

a second computer progi^m at said network host computer for searching 
said database using said search parameter to select product infomiation from the 
database, said searching performed 1) when said search request Is received from 
said customer computer and 2) when said network host com puter detemaines that 
said first merchant computer or said second merchant computer has transmitted 
transmits updates to said product information in said database at said network 
host computer; and 

a third network connection between said network host computer and said 
customer computer said third network connection for transmitting said 
assimilated product information from said network host computer te-for display at 
said customer computer and for transmitting updates to said assimilated product 
information displayed a t said customer computer 

wherein said updates to said assimilated product information are 
transmitted continuously to said customer computer from said network host 
computer by said first computer program if said customer computer has submitted 
a request to receive at said customer computer continuous updates to said 
assimilated product informatton dlsoiaved at said customer computer responsive 
to said search request. 
2. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein said first network 
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connection and said second network connection further comprises: 

a network connection between said first merchant computer and a regional 
host computer 

a network connection between said second merchant computer and said 
regional host computer; and 

a network connection l>etween said regional host computer and said 
network host computer, wherein said regional host computer receives said 
product information from said first merchant computer and said second merchant 
computer and transmits said product inforrriation to said network host computer, 

3. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said customer computer utilizes an 
information management interface to simplify communication between said 
customer computer and said network host computer 

4. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, further comprising a third 
computer program, wherein said customer computer utilizes said third computer 
program to further process said assimilated product infomnation, 

5. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 wherein said first network 
connection comprises a switch in communication with said first merchant 
computer and said network host computer, said switch adapted to assimilate said 
product infonnation from said first merchant computer and to transfer said product 
information to said network host computer 
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B. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 5 wherein said first network 
connection is a packet switch network, Ethernet, or modem connection. 

7. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 wherein said second network 
connection comprises a switch in communication with said second merchant 
computer and said networi^ host computer, said switch adapted to assimilate said 
product information from said second merchant computer and to transfer saki 
product infonmation to said network host computer. 

8. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 7 wherein said second network 
connection is a packet switch network, Ethernet, or modem connection. 

9. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 wherein said first type of 
network connectivity and said second type of network connectivity are selected 
from the group consisting of TCP/IP. SNA, or X.25 connectivity. 

10. (Cancelled) 

11. (Currently Amended) A method for electronic shopping, comprising the 
steps of: 

transmitting product infomiation and updates to product information from a 
first merchant computer to a network host computer in accordance with a first type 
of network connectivity; 

transmitting product information and updates to product information from a 
second merchant computer to said network host computer In accordance with a 



Page 6 ot 24 



PAGE 6/24 * RCVD AT 8/1612005 5:47:02 PM [Eastern Daylight Tim^^ 



Aug-16-05 05:49pfn Frcra-Standlsy Law Group LLP 6147925536 T-312 P. 07/24 F-509 



Application No.: 09/334,978 
Examiner Pass 
Group Art Unit: 3626 

second type of network connectivity; 

storing said product information from said first merchant computer and said 
second merchant computer in a database; 

establishing a netv\rtDrk connection between a customer computer and said 
network host computer in communication with said database, said customer 
computer adapted to display infomnation received from said networic host 
computer; 

receiving at said network host computer a search request from said 
customer computer for product information from said database, said search 
request comprising at least one search parameter for searching said database 
and selecting product information from said database; 

searching said database using said search parameter to select product 
information relevant to said search request; 

assimilating said product information from said database located in 
accordance with said search request from said customer computer for display in 
one presentation at said customer computer distinguishing said product 
information from said first merchant computer from said product infomnation from 
said second merchant computer 

transmitting from said network host computer to said customer computer 
said assimilated product information; 
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displaying said assimilated product information at said customer computer; 

detemiining at said network host computeL_w hether updates to product 
information from said first merchant computer or said second merchant computer 
have been received at said network host computer and stored in said database; 

searching said database according to said search parameter to select 
updated product infonmation relevant to said search request; 

assimilating said updated product information from said database selected 
using said search parameter from said search request; 

transmitting from said network host computer to said customer computer 
said updated assimilated product information ; and 

updating said presentation at said customer computer distinouishinq said 
product information from said first merchant computer f rom said product 
information from said second merchant computer d isplayinQ w ith_said updated 
assimilated product information at- transmitted to s aid customer computer. 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 11, wherein said first type of 
network connectivrty and said second type of network connectivity is selected 
from the group of TCP/IP, SNA, or X.25 connectivity. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 11. wherein the step of transmitting product 
information from said first merchant computer comprises the steps of: 
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transmitting said product infomnatlon from said first merchant computer to a 

regional host computer, and 

transmitting said product information from said regional host computer to 

said network host computer 

15. (Original) The method of claim 11, wherein the step of transmitting product 
information from said second merchant computer comprises the steps of: 

transmitting said product infonmation from said second merchant computer 
to a regional host computer and 

transmitting said product information from said regional host computer to 
said network host computer, 

16. (Original) The method of claim 11 wherein the step of transmitting product 
infonnation from a first merchant computer to a network host computer comprises 
the steps of: 

transmitting product jnfomrvation from said first merchant computer to a 
switch; and 

transmitting said product infonnation from said switch to said network host 
computer. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 11 wherein the step of transmitting product 
Information from a second merchant computer to a networi^ host computer 
comprises the steps of: 
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transmitting product information from said second merchant computer to a 
switch; and 

transmitting said product infomiation from said switch to said network host 
computer. 

18. (Currently Amended) A method for obtaining real time product information 

comprising the steps of: 

establishing a first network connection between a first merchant computer 

and a network host computer; 

transmitting product information from said first merchant computer to said 

network host computer; 

establishing a second network connection between a second merchant 
computer and said network host computer; 

transmitting product informatbn from said second merchant computer to 
said network host computer; 

storing saW product informatton from said first merchant computer and said 
second merchant computer in a database; 

establishing a connection between said network host computer and a 

customer computer; 

receiving from said customer computer a search request for product 
infomiation from said database, said search request comprising at least one 
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search parameter for searching said database; 

searching said database using said search parameter to select product 
information relevant to said search request; 

assimilating said product Information selected using said search parameter 
to distinguish said product information from said first merchant computer from 
said product information from said second merchant computer in response to said 
search request from said customer computer for product information from said 
database; 

transmitting said assimilated product information to said customer 
computer; 

displaying said assimilated product Information at said customer computer, 

and 

transmitting from said networt^ host computer to said customer computer 
continuous updates to said assimilated product infonnation displayed at said 
customer computer wherein said continuous updates are assimilated and 
transmitted by said network host computer if 

1) said customer computer has requested continous updates to 
assimilated product information related to said search parameter in 
said search request for product information: 

2) said network host computer detemnlnes that said database contains 
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updates to said prpduct information related to said searc h parameter 
in said search request and received from s aid first merchant 
computer or said second merchant compute r hoc tranomittod 
updates to caid produGt - inform a tion In cald databaco rolatod to said 
Goarch paramet e r in s a i d ooarch roquoct - fo r p r oduct infomaat i orv . 

19. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 18 wherein the step of 
establishing said first network connection and said second network connection 
comprises the step of establishing said first network connection and said second 
nelw/ork connection in accordance with connectivity selected from the group of 
TCP/IP* SNA, or X.25 connectivity. 

20. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 18 wherein the step of 
establishing said first network connection and said second network connection 
comprises the step of establishing said first network connection and said second 
network connection in accordance with a packet switch network, Ethemet. or 
modem connectfon. 

21 . (Currently Amended) A real time shopping system comprising: 

product information from a plurality of merchant computers; 

a plurality of networi^ connections between said plurality of merchant 
computers and a host computer, said networic connections for uploading said 
product information to said host computer; 
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a database at said host computer for storing said product information from 

said plurailty of merchant computers; 

a customer computer connected to said host computer for transmitting to 
said host computer at least one search parameter for selecting product 

information in said database; 

a computer program at said host computer for searching said database 
using said search parameter from said customer computer and assimilating said 
product information from said database relevant to said search parameter for 
display in one presentation distinguishing said product infomiation from said first 
merchant computer from said product infomnation from said second merchant 
computer; 

wherein said host computer 1) transmits to said customer computer said 
assimilated product Information from said database selected according to said 
search parameter and 2) transmits to said customer computer continuous updates 
to said assimilated product information from said database selected according to 
said search parameter if said customer computer has requested from said 
database c ontinuous updates to assimilated product infonmation displayed at sajd 
^..jstomer computer f rom pa i d databan o selected according to said search 
parameter and said host computer determines that at least one of said plurailty of 
merchant computers has transmitted to said database an update to product 
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information in said database; and 

a display at said customer compLrter for presenting in one pre sentation 
distinauishing said product infomnation from said first mer chant computer from. 
said product infomiation from said second merchant computer s aid assimilated 
product information and said updates to said assimilated product Infomnation, said 
assimilated product information and said updates to said assimilated product 
information selected from said database using said search parameter. 

22. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 21 further comprising a regional 
host computer, said regional host computer adapted to facilitate said plurality of 
network connections between said plurality of merchant computers and said host 
computer. 

23. (Original) The system of claim 22 wherein said product information is 
assimilated at said regional host computer. 

24. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 21 further comprising a switch, 
said switch adapted to facilitate said plurality of network connections between 
said plurality of merchant computers and said host computer. 

25. (Original) The system of claim 24 wherein said product infomnation is 
assimilated at said switch. 

26. (Original) The system of claim 21 further comprising an infonmation 
management interface to simplify communication between said customer 
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computer and said host computer 
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